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ELIZABETH CANNING 
' Fairly STATED. 


CoOnTATNING, 


I An impartial Account of every Thing that has 
G happen'd, or becn tranſacted in this ſtrange 
* Affair, irom her being ſeized in Meoorjeelas, to 
& the preſent Time. 


THE 


Whole Evidence given on her Examination before the 
{itting Alderman ; and that of ViRtkTUE HALL be- 
fore the Juſtice, unravelled and fet 1n a true Light. 


LiKxEwW. 1sR, 


_ Virtue Hart's Examination before Juſtice 
Lediard, and Recantation beiore the Right 
Honourable the Lord Mayor. 


W-4-TH 


Pertinent Remarks on the ſeveral Paſ- 
ſages as they occur in the Narrative, 
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ELIZABETH CANNING. 


PAP 


Sas HIS very fingular Afair, which for 
PS fa two Months paſt, has made {ſo much 
I SFW Noiſe in the World, and been the 
CYASD Cbject of Converſation every where 
both i in Town and Country, 1s ſo full of extra- 
ordinary Circumſtances, that I will venture to 
ſay, nothing like it has happened in the Me- 
mory of Man. From the Beginning to the 
oy it is full of Wonders and the moſt aſto- 
 nithing Incidents, If the Story be true, and 
the Facts alledged on her Behalf at the Trial, 
 undoubted, hardly any Inſtance can be given 
of the like Barbarity, nor her Sufferings hardly 
to be paralelPd by any Thing that ever was at- 
ed betore; and I will add, that ſhe well de- 
ſerves the Pity, Compaſſion and Charity .with 
which ſhe has been treated fince her Return 
fiom her fad Impriſonmenc ; her Virtue, 
which ſhe preſerv'd at the Hazard of her Life, 
deſerves that Reward and Encouragement, 


B which 


$40 
which the Publick has ſo liberally beſtow'd up- 
on her. 


Bu T, on the other Hand, if it ſhould be 
made appear, that ſhe has given a falſe In- 
formation, that there is no Truth in the Evi- 
dence (he gave againſt Squires and Yells, and 
that ſhe forged this Story purely to conceal her 
own criminal Tranſactions in the Dark, what 
Puniſhment can be deviſed ſevere enough to be 
znflicted on ſuch an atrocious Offender ? What 
Recompence can be made to the poor Woman, 
now under Sentence of Death, which it is im- 
poſſible ſhe could eſcape, if Providence had 
permitted ſuch a Scene of Wickednels to go 


undetected, 


Bvor in ſo nice an Aﬀair, where the Proof 
3s fo ſtrong on both fides of the Queition, we 
ſhould be very cautious not to be too raſh in 
paſſing Judgment upon it. Let us not con- 
demn the Innocent, nor acquit the Guilty, but 
_ Impartially hear the Evidence for both Parties, 


AT the Time when this Aﬀair happened, 
| according to the Account ſhe gave before the 
Alderman on her Examination, E/:zabeth Can- 
ning liv d with Mr. Lion in Aldermanbury. 
On the firſt of Fanruary laſt, ſhe went to ſee 
her Uncle, one Thomas Colley at Salt-petre- 
.\Bank; that her Uncle and Aunt, about nine 
o'Clock at Night came wita her as far as Al/d- 
gate, where they parted, and ſhe went home- 
wards, going down Hound/diich,and fo into 

EGS. Moor fields ; 


a 2. 
' Moor fields ; and paſſing along by Bedlam Wall, 
was ſtopp'd by twoMen 1n great Coats, whotook 
half a Guinea in a little Box that was in her 
Pocket, and three Shillings in Silver. One of 
them pull'd off her Gown, Apron and Hat, 
and crouded them into a Pocket in his Great 
Coat. On her Screaming out, they ſtopp'd 
her Mouth with a Handkerchief, or ſomething 
like it, tied her Hands behind her, gave her 
a Blow on the Side of the Head, and damn'd 
her. She was ſo ſtunn'd by the Blow, that it 
threw her into Convulfion Fits, to which ſhe 


is ſubject. 


W Hz N ſhe was recover'd from her Fit, 
ſhe found herſelf in a great Road with Water 
in it, between the two Men that had robb'd 
her. This was about four o'Clock in the Morn- 
1ng, as ſhe imagin'd ; for in about half an Hour 
they came to Yells's Houſe where they lodg'd 
her, and it was about three Hours after when 
Day-light appear'd. So that by her Account, 
ſhe continued near feven Hours in her Fit; 
that is, from about nine o'Clock, when the 
Men firſt laid hold of her by Bedlam-wall, 
till about four o'Clock in the Morning, when 
ſhe recover'd her Senſes, as they walked along 
the great Road. | 


B u T before we proceed farther. in her Story, 
a Queſtion may be here naturally ask'd ; If 
this Girl continued ſo many Hours in her Fir, 
how was it poſſible for theſe Men to get her 
along ſo far ? If her Fits were convulfive, they 
FLIER B 2 were 
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were either attended with hard Struggles, 
Throws, Twiſtings and Turnings of the Body, 
or elſe threw her into a motionleſs Inſen fibili- 
ty. In the one Caſe ſhe muſt be fo extreme- 
ly troubleſome, and in the other ſuch a heavy 
Weight, that one would hardly think the Men 
were in their right Senſes themſelves, to drag 
along ſuch a Luggage for eight or nine Miles 
together, and for ſo poor a Purchaſe. They 
had already got what little Money ſhe had, and 
her Cloaths, and what could they expect 
more, unleſs it were ſome handſome Reward 
from Mrs. Fel]s? But the Girl was too coarſe 
a Piece of Stuff for her Market. Beſides, it 
appears by the After-Confeſſion of Yirtue 
Hall, that tho' Mrs, Wells kept a bad Houle, 
= that her Cuſtomers always brought their own 

are with them; and if they lodg'd there a 
Night, they all went away in the Morning. 
But to proceed with the Account which Can- 


zing gave in her Examination before the Alder- | 


man, 


Su x farther depos'd, that when ſhe came 
' to her Senſes, in the Place where we left her, 
that is, in the broad Road, ſhe found herſelf 
between the two Men, when one had hold 
of her right Arm, and the other of her Left, 
| dragging her along, ſaying, ou Bitch, why 

don't you go fafters 


TI n about half an Hour after, they came to 
Fellss Houſe, When ſhe came in, ſhe ſaw 
Squires, the Giply Woman, litting in her 

DOI I Chair, 


($3 


? Chair, and two young Women with her, and 

: that Virtue Hall was one of them ; but Wells 

” was not then in the Room. As ſoon as ſhe 

was brought into the Houſe, Squires took her 

| OY the Hand, and ask'd her, If ſhe was willing 

- to do as they did ? If ſhe would, ſhe ſhould 

| Have fine Cloaths. On her rep Ying, no, Squires 

5 got up, took a Knife out of a Drawer, cut 
> the Lace of her Stays, and took them oft. 

3 Pang looking at her Petticoat, and feeing it | 

= was of little Value, bid her keep it, and at the 

* ſame Time gave her a Slap in the Face. Then 

' Hos her up Stairs, out of the Kitchen into 

= a Place call'd the Hayloft, and ſhut the Door 

* as ſoon as ſhe was in it, threatning that if ſhe 


| heard her ſt;r or moye, ſhe would come up and 
_cut her Throat, 


5 Iz : == £7 *% end Y k 


In the Morning, when Day-light appear- 
ted, upon viewing the Room, ſhe faw a Fire- 
place and a Grate 1n tt, but notning to lie up- 
on but ſome Hay ; there was likewite a black 
Pitcher, almoit fall of Water, with ſome 
Pieces of Bread, of the Quantity of about a 
wr_ This, ſhe declar'd, was all 
Me 31:4 to ſubſi{t on, except a Penny Mince- 
Þv< ſhe had in her Pocket, duripg the whole 
J ins jhe was there, which was four Weeks 

ithin a few Hours. No-body came to her 
Ll that Time; but on the Yedneſday before 
© got away, ſhe ſaw ſome-body peep thro' 


& Crack of the Door, but who it was ſhe | 
ew not. | 


b 
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I x the Account ſhe gave of her Eſcape, ſhe 
ſaid, That after ſhe had been there four Weeks 
all but a few Hours, on Monday, the 27th of | 
Fanuary, about four o'Clock in the Afternoon, 
the broke down a Board in the Window. She 
firſt got her Head out, and then holding faſt by 
the Wall, got out her Body ; then turniug her- | 
ſelf about, jumped down, and the Place ſhe fell |. 
upon being ſoft and clayey Grouud, received no | 
Damage. Betore ſhe got out, the found an | 
_ old ragged Bed-gown and Handkerchief that 
. lay in the Grate, and covered herſelf with 

them ; but in getting her Head thro' the Win- _ 
dow, made her Ear bleed. % 


BE1NG got out without being ſeen by any (! 
Body, and croſling over ſome Fields, ſhe came to * 
the Road Side, along which ſhe went towards ,. 
London without ſtopping any where, till? 
ſhe arrived in Moorfields, when ihe heard the 4 
Clock ſtrike Ten, and fo dire&ly to her Mo- | 
ther's. l 


H t R Mother no ſooner ſaw. her, but ſhe|Þ 
fell in a Fit. Mr. Winflebury, her former 1 
Maſter, hearing ſhe was come Home, went to/ [ 
ſee her, and aſk'd her where ſhe had been ? She 4 
told him on the Her tford/hire Road. He aſk'd 
Her, how ſhe knew that? She reply'd, Becauſe'Y 

ſhe had ſeen her Mittreſs's Coachman 0 by, 1 Ir” 
| When ſhe uſed to go into the Country in Hert-\ L: 
fordjhtre ; that ſhe knew the Coach, becauſe ſhe.| *j 
had often carried Things to it, and ferch'd/ LH. 
Things from it. She likewiſe told him the? 
Manne!} 
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Maner of her Confinement, and how ſhe had 
made her Eſcape. M 


Trvus far we have related her Story, as 

' fold by herſelf: Upon which it may be aſk'd, 

' What End or Purpoſe theſe two! Women, 
| Squires and Y/ells, had in confining this Girl 
 ſolong, and in ſo miſerable a Place and Conditi- 

- on? Was it to oblige her to comply with their 
Courſe of Life? No; for they heard her Refo- 

| Jution on her firſt Arcival there. Compulſion 
was not the Way ; had they had ſuch a Dehbgn, 

- they would have uſed her well, at leaſt at the 
- firſt, put her good Cloaths on, flattered her 
- with fine Promiſes, and inveigled her into their 
- Meaſures, by all the fair Means they could 
- * think of, This, by Degrees, might have made 
1. . ſome Impreſſion upon her, and in Time have 
1 gained her over, Inſtead of which, Squzres, 
© upon her firſt Refuſal, inſtantly rips off her 
' © Stays, and almoſt naked as the was, turns her 
> up into a loneſome Room with nothing to lie 
4 upon but Hay, norany Thing to live upon but 
3 Bread and Water. But did they intend .to 
23 Rtarve her to Death, for her Bread and Water 


net * 


. to nrE both ſpent, before ſhe made her Eſcape ? 


But is it poflible, they ſhould not know that ſo 
She * h | . . 
ned they would render themlielves obnoxivuus to the 


auſe? Severity of the Law ? Did not they know that 


by = pln own Lives were at Stake, if Canning loſt 
| 4 Aher's? But if they imagin'd they could <ſcape 
aps Ithe Sentence of the Law, what Benefit or Ad- 
hg (Vantage could they expect or have in View by 

deſtroying a poor Girl? Yes, it will be ſaid, 


the? 
n.n6 the 


C 


Ds Pe. 

the only Evidence of her being robb'd would 
by this Means be taken away. But even this 
they might have prevented by reſtoring her 
Stays and other Things, with a ſmall Gratuity 
to ſtop her Mouth. Theſe ſeem to me very 
ſtrong Objections againſt the Probability of her | 
Story. | 


By T we ſhall leave her for the preſent, 
and fay ſomething of Yirtue Hail, who, upon 
her Examination before a Magiſtrate, cone 
firmed every Thing that had been depoſed by 
Canning, in Relation to her Uſage in J/ellss 
Houſe, from the Time ſhe firſt came there, till _ 
ſhe eſcaped from thence. 'Tis true, when Hall _ 
was examined before the Juſtice, it was a long | 
Time before ſhe could be brought to confeſs any _ 
Thing; nay, ſhe poſitively deny'd that ſhe 
knew any Thing of the Matter. However, as. 
ſhe was taken in the ſame Houſe, and had liv'd © 
there ſome Time, the Juſtice was the more ur- 
gent to bring her to a Confefſion, ſince, if ſuch _ 
a Piece of Villainy had been acted there, Hail © 
mult be acquainted with it. So that, what ' 
with Threats, Arguments, and Perſuaſions, ſhe *' 
was at laſt prevailed upon to declare the Parti- | 
culars following : That ſhe lived at Wells's firſt © 
as a Lodger, but afterwards did as they would 
have her, and that Mary Squires had lived” 
there about ſeven or eight Weeks, That on? 
_ the 2d of January laſt, Elizabeth Canning wi © 
brought in there about Four o'Clock in thts 
Morning by two Men, one of whoſe Name? 
was fohn Squires, the Son of Mary Sorry 
vis 


( 9 ) 


but the other Man was unknown to her. When 


Canning was brought in, ſhe had no Gown, 
Hat, nor Apron on. There were then in the 


Houſe the ſaid Mary Squires, her Daughter, 
and herſelf. When ſhe came in, Mother, ſaid 
he, I have brought you a Girl, pray take her, 
Upon which, Squzres aſked Canning, whether 
ſhe would go her Way? That is, whore and 
thieve. On her anſwering, no, Squzres took a 
Knife out of a Dreſſer Drawer, and ripped the 
Lace of her Stays, and took them cf, :n4 hung 
them on a Chair in the Kitchen, puſhed her up 
into the Hay-loft, and faid, Damn, you go up 
zhere, if you pleaſe ; upon which the Man that 
came in with Jobn Squires, ſnatched the Cap 
off her Head, and the fail Cqz77es took the 


Stays, and both went-away together; As to 


th! Room in which the Gul was pat, it was 
cailed the Work-ſthop,” where was a goog deal 
of tilay, Pieccs of Wood, a Tobacco Monid, 
2nd a black Jugg. Tin when Ca7-ing had 
been about three Heurs 1n the Roum, Mary 
oqurres filled the Jugg with Water and carried 
it to her, ; 


As to Suſannah Wells, Hall declared ſhe 
had no Huſband, and that vpon going 3:.:0 the 
Parlour to her, Wells faid, Virtue, the Gipſey- 
man tells me that his Mother has cut off the 
Stays lrom the young. Woman's Back, and he 
had go: them, and thit es bid her take no. 
Notice of it for fear it ſhould be known. Hall 
depos'd farther, that (he had been there a Quar- 
ter of a Year or more, and the whole Time 

Cc Etizabeth 


( 10 ) 

Elizabeth Canning was there, but never ſaw 
her after ſhe was put into that -Room. Hall 
was the firſt that miſſei her, and aſked the 
Gipſey-woman, whether the Girl was gone ? 
Her Anſwer was, What is that to you? What 
Buſineſs have you with it? Yet Hall wes atr aid 
' to go and ſee, for Fear ſhe ſhould be ſerved in 
the ſame Manner. 


Sn x declared farther, that Mary Squires 
continued in the Houſe till they were all taken 
_ up, which was on Thurſday next after Canning 
had made her Eſcape; and that theſe Gipſcys 
had been in the Houſe from firſt to laſt, about 


fix or ſeven Weeks. 


THrwvs we fee how ſtrongly the Evidence 
given by Elizabeth Canning was ſupported by 
the Teſtimony of this Y:zrtuve Hall; and had 
ſhe declared the Truth, there is no Doubt to be 
made, but the two Women accuſed were guilty 
of the Crimes laid to their Charge ; but how 
far this was the Caſe, will appear hereafter. 
In the mean Time let us proceed to ſpeak of 
what happened upon the Girl's Deliverance 
and Return to her Friends. 


Warn the Girl was firſt miſs'd, her Mo- 
ther was almoſt diſtracted for the Loſs of her 
Child, and being perſuaded that ſome Difaſter 
had befel her, ſhe had her advertiſed three 
Times in the publick News-Papers, but to no 
Purpoſe, till a Month aftewards, the Girl came 

Home 


(00-3 
Home in that diſmal and wretched Condition 
as hath been before related. 


'Wutx nx ſhe had given an Account, as well 
as ſhe was able, where ſhe had been, and in 
what Manner ſhe had been us'd, her Mother 

ut her into a warm Bed, but very fick and 
bad. The next Day Mr. Baker, an Apothe- 
cary, was ſent for, but found her ſo low and 
weak that he could hardly hear her ſpeak, with 
cold Sweats, and her Pulſe ſcarcely to be felt. 
She told him, that during the whole Time of 
her Confinement ſhe had no Paſſage thro' her ; 
upon which he order'd her a Gliſter, which was 
repeated ſeveral Times afterwards, which in 
ſome Time gave her Relief. 


Accordingly Mr. Lo, with whom ſhe liv- 
ed at the Time of this Accident, Mr, Adams- 
fon, Mr. Scarrat, Mr. Roffiter, and ſome 
other Neighbours, being fired with a juſt Re- 
ſentment, reſolv'd, if poſſible, to bring this hor- 
rid Piece of Villainy to Light. Upon which, 
| on the Thurſday Morning after the Girl's Re- 
turn, they ſet out, ſome on Horſeback, and 
ſome in the Coach with Canning, whom they 
took with them, to aſſiſt them in their inten- 


ded Diſcovery. Mr. Adamſon got there firſt, 


and fecured all the Perſons be found in the 
Houſe, and view'd the Room where ſhe' had 
| been confin'd. When he had ſo done, he 
went to meet the Coach, and ask'd Canning 
{ome Queſtions about the Room, which ſhe 
deſcrib”d exa&tly in the Manner he found it, 
GC'2 and 


C18} 
and as before has been ſhewn. When they 
came to the Houle, they carried her in their 
Arms- (not being able to walk) and ſet her up- 
on a Drefler in the Kitchen. Then the Peo- 
ple, who had been ſecur'd, where brought be- 
| fore her, to ſee if (he knew. any of them; 
Upon ſeeing Mary Squires, ſhe declared that 
was the Woman who cut off her Stays, and 
threatened, when ſhe turn'd her up into the 
Room, to cut her Throat if ſhe made any Noile. 
Squires to this made Anſwer, ſhe hoped ſhe 
would not ſwear her Life away, for ſhe never 
ſaw her before. Then Canning, pointing to 


Virtue Hall, faid, the was in the Kitchen at 
the ſame Time, and likewiſe another young 


Woman, who was Squzres's Daughter. 


TH x Gentlemen then carried her up Stairs 


to examine the Rooms above, but none of thoſe 


ſhe ſaw was that wherein ſhe had been con- 
fined. They theft ask'd+her, if there were any 


other Rooms in the Houle ? She ſaid there was, 
one out of the Kitchen; and being carried into 
it, ſhe declared that was the Room where ſhe 
| had been ſhut up. They then ask'd her whe- 
ther ſhe could remember any Thing ſhe had ſeen 
from the Window ? She ſaid ſhe had icen a Hill 
at a Diſtance, which was Chin&ford Hill ; and 


that there were ſome Houſes -on the other ffde 


the Lane; and upon opening the Caiement 
every Thing appear'd as ſhe had deſcribed it. 
"They then deſir'd her to ſhew them the Window, 
where ſome Boards were nailed acrots, frort 


which Window ſhe {aid ſhe had ſeen the Coach 
| 5? 
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2263) 
go by. Upon examining the Window, . th 
found it Jarge enough for any Body to get 


through, and on the Outfhde ſame of the Plai- 


Wuezrn Mary Squires, her Daughter, and 
Virtue Hall, were brought before Canning to 
ſee if ſhe knew or remember'd any of them, 
Fohn Squires was likewiſe in the Room. She 
was aſk'd, 1i he wasamong them at that Time? 
She 14id, ſhe could not take upon her to ſwear 
to him, becauſe he had a great Coat on at the 
Time ſhe was brought there ; but that he look- 
ed lice the Perſ2n, ' On their coming before 
the Juſtice, they made .him put on his Great 


| Coat, and then ſhe ſaid, he looked more like 


one of the two Men that brought her there 
than before, yet could not Le poſitive he was 
the very Man. _ 


Hz x then is all the Appearance of Guilt 
in the two Women that could be reaſonably ex- 
pected. Firſt, we have the poſitive Evidence 


upon Oath of the Sufferer herielf againſt the 


Woman who is ſuppoſed to have robb'd her, 
and of the ill Uſage ſhe had met with in the 
Houſe; this corroborated by the Teſtimony, 
on Oath likewiſe, of Firtue Hall; all which is 
confirmed by the ocilar View of the Gentle- 


' men who weit down io the Houſe, who found 
the Perſons there whom Canning accuſed, and 


whom 


( 14 ) 
whom ſhe pointed out as ſoon as (he faw them; 
they found the Room of her Confinement in 
the ſame Condition ſhe had deſcrib'd it ; every 
Circumſtance they ſaw, confirmed them in a 
fall Perſwaſton that there was no Room to ſuſ- 
pe& any Deceit or Deluſion in the Caſe, 


I'T*'s no Wonder then, that on their Re- 
turn to London, appear'd ſo vigorous in 


the Proſecution of theſe Offenders ; that Sub- 
ſcriptions were ſet on Foot to aſfiſt the Proſe- 


cutrix to procure herſelf that Juſtice which her 


ſevere Sufferings and the Laws of her Country 
entitled her to. Her Friends, to their Honour 


be it ſpoken, being fully perſuaded of her In- 


nocence and Hardſhips, exerted themſelves to 
the utmoſt to procure all the Reparation in 
their Power to injured and oppreſſed Virtue, 
 Andas they believed her to be a poor, innocent, 


harmleſs Girl, they thought they could not do 


too much for. her Relief. And that nothing 
might be wanting to this laudable End, they 
publiſhed her Caſe in the News-Papers, printed 
Bills to be given away, and invited the charita- 
ble and compaſſionate of all Degrees to contri- 


bute ſomething, not barely to affiſt her in car- 


rying on the Proſecution, but as ſome Recom- 
pence for the unheard of Hardſhips ſhe had un- 
dergone, and as a Reward for ſo reſolutely 
maintaining her Virtue in the midſt of ſo much 
Danger. m_ A 


O x this Occaſion, there appear'd every 
where the true Engliſh Spirit of Generoſity, 
Every 
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(34-3: ; 
Every one who read or heard of her Caſe, was 
fll'd with jutt Reſentment at the Perpetrators 
of this unparalelVd Villainy, every one pitied 
the poor Sufferer, and they whoſe Circum- 
ſtances would not. allow them to contribute 
to her Aſſiſtance, earneſtly wiſh'd that the ut- 
moſt Severity of the Laws might be executed 
on the Offenders, and ample Satisfaction given 
to the poor innocent Girl who had under- 


' gone ſuch a ſevere. Trial to preſerve her Vir- 


te. | 


Bu T this generous Compaſſion did not on- 
ly fill the Breaſts of Tradeſmen and Mecha- 
nies, who are generally more intimately ac- 
quainted with the Troubles and Mitſeries ef 
human Life than People of high Rank ; but 
Noblemen and Gentlemen of the firſt Diſtinc- 
tion, bore a compaſſionate Share of her Mis- 
fortunes, For as they had not the leaſt Doubt 
but that her Caſe was truly repreſented, their 
noble Sentiments inſpired them with a Reſo- 
lution becoming their elevated Station, to re- 
ward and encourage Virtue, tho' in one of the 
loweſt Degrees of Life. Accordingly ſhe was 
ſent for to White's Chocolate Houſe at St. 
Fames's; when, after they had ask'd her many 
Queſtions in relation to the Manner of her 
Treatment at Wells Houſe, and having re- 
ceiv'd fatisfactory Anſwers thereto, they made 
her. up a Purſe of thirty. Guineas among them, 
90 that ſince the Publication of her Caſe, the 
Contributions that have been made for her at 


ſeyeral Times, and from different Perſons, a- 


Lg mount 


4-204 
mount to not lefs than 30ol.'all which has been 
depoſited in the Hands of Gentlemen of un- 
doubted Worth, for the Ule of the Girl, a 
foon as it ſhould appear. beyond all Contra- 
_ diction, that ſhe ſhould have a clear Tithe 
{10 It. 


T mn vs far the Caufe of Elizabeth Canning 
appears in the faireſt Light, and the Evidences 
for. her are clear and {irong ; tho' it muſt be 
confeſſed there have been fome all along, who 
have ſuſpefted a Snake in the Graſs, and 
notwithſtanding this fair Outſide, that there 
was a Worm at the Root, which in the End 
would bring this fine Superſtructure to the 


Ground. How well grounded their Sufpicions 


have been, is pretty apparent from what has 
nee happened. 


No ſooner was the Trial of hs two Wo- 


meh over, but thoſe who heard it, declared, 


That there were three Witnefſes of good Cre- 


dit, who came from Abbotrsbury and Coom 
in Dor/etſhire, in Behalf of Squires the Gipley 
| Woman; that one of them ſwore, that the Pri- 
foner on the firſt of January laſt, lodged at his 


Houſe, the Sign of the Od Ship, with George 
| her Son and Lucy her Daughter ; that ſhe came 


with Lawns, Handkerchiefs, and other Ped- 
 lary Wares, .to fell about the Town, and was 
there to the ninth of the ſame Month ; and 


that he had known her for three Years, and per-. 


featly remembers the Ti ime when ſhe lay at 
his Houſe, 
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ANoTHETR of the Witnefles ſaid, that he 


' aw the Gipſey Woman at Abbersbury, and on 
the tenth of Fanuary laſt went with them 


ſome Way togc<ther on the Road ; and that he 
had ſeen the Landlord's Wite at the Ship buy 
ſome Aprons of them at the Time they were 


there laſt. 


©. AnoTHER Witneſs, who keeps the Sign of 
the Lamb, at Coom, not far from Salisbury, de- 


pos'd, that on the 14th of Farvary laſt, Mary 
Squires wasat his Houſe where ſhe izy one Night, 


Bur, what is {till more furyrifing, not- 


_ withſtanding the poſitive Evidence of theſe 


three Witneſſes, and tho' £7z77re5 had been at 
the |-xpence to ſubpene them at {o great Diſ- 
tance in the Country. to attend her Trial at the 
O1d Baily ; yet when %e was called up to re- 
ceive Sentence, bing aſk'd, what ſhe had to 
fay, ſhe contradicred all they had fwern in her. 
Favour, by declaring, Thit on Ifew Year's 
Day ſhe lay at Grev!”s Hontie at Comm ; the 


next Day was at S*ef/age ; that ſhe drank at 


an Alehouſe on Baſingfoke on tne T hur/day in 


New Year Weck ; ibac on Friday the lay at 


a little Houſe in Gog/hot Heath z on Seturday 
at O!d Brentford; and on the Tueſi/y or Bed- 
neſaay came to Mrs, Yells's Houle. 416 


Now 'it can hardly be conceiv'd what ſhould 
induce her to' contradict the Evidence of her 


own Witnefles ; which was fo far from ferv- 


D ing 


(-28 ) 
ing her own Cauſe, that it muſt ſtrengthen the 


Opinion of the Court and the Jury, that El:- 


zabeth Canning and her Witnefles had given a 
true Evidence, 


HoweEveR, my Lord Mayor, during the 
Courſe of the Trial, had with his uſual Diſ- 
cernment, obſerved ſome Things, which gave 
him Reaſon to doubt whether the Verdict gi- 
ven by the Jury was founded upon real Facts ; 
and it is his Lordſhip's peculiar Merit, that 
whenever a Caſe appears doubtful, he leaves no 


Sione unturn'd, no Means untry'd, till he has 


cot all the Satizfaction that the Nature of the 
Caſe will afford. It's probable, his Lordſhip 
perceived in the Teſtimony of the Countrymen 
ſuch Plainnefſs and Simplicity, as to perſuade 


him of their Sincerity, even tho' they were 


contradicted by Squzres herſelf. But whatever 


was the Reaſon of his Lordſhip's Suſpicion, he 


determined with himſelf to be fatisfy'd if he 


could. For which Purpoſe he ordered Letters 


to be wrote to the principal Inhabitants of 45- 
botshury, to enquire whether Mary Squires, a 
Gipſey-woman, was known among them, and 
whether ſhe was at that Place the Beginning of 
Fanuary lall? —_ 


T o thefe Letters, Anſwers were ſoon re- 
turned, containing the Atteſtations and Aﬀida- 
vits of the Vicar of the Place, the Churchwar- 
dens and Overſeers, and other chief Inhabi- 
tants, all concurring in their Teſtimony, that 
Mary Squires was at that Place gt the T imp 

: wnacn 


I 
when this Robbery was Twork to be committed, 
and continued there for ſeveral Days afterwards. 
By one of theſe Anſwers his Lordſhip was af- 
fared, that he might have a hundred more At- 
teſtations from the People of the 'Town, that 
Mary Squires and her Children were there at 
the Day above ſpecified, and many ſucceeding 


Days, and had been ſeen or ſpoken to by a great 


Number of Perſons. 


W n 11 = his Lordſhip was thus afſidgqous 
in diſcovering the Truth, in order that Juſtice 
might be rightly adminiſter'd, there were other 


Gentlemen, no leſs ſuſpicious, who endeavour'd 


to ſift the Matter to the Bottom. 


On Tueſday, March 6, in the Evening, 
Juſtice Led:ard and ſome other Gentlemen in 
Company, diſcourfing together upon this Aﬀair, - 
a Gentleman then preſent, told them, that Mr. 
Ford had Afﬀidavits in his Hands from the In- 
habitants of Azvotsbury, teſtifying that Mary 
Squires was actually at that Town on the Day 
when the Robbery was alledged to be commit= 
ted, It happencd very luckily that 77riue Hall 
was then in the Gatehouſe ; upon which they 
agreed to fend for her ; for it was upon her Evi- 


dence principally that Squires had been con- 
victed. | 


Virtue Hall being brought before Juſtice Le- 
#iard, he put ſeveral Quettions to her, very pro- 
per to lead her into a Confeſſion of the Truth. 


4 He ſhewed ' her how dreadful her Crime muſt 


'D 2 | be 


(a0 }- 

be, how heavy the Weight of her Guilt, if the 
Woman, whom ſhe had ſworn to be guilty, 
was really innocent of the Crime ſhe had ac- 
cuſed her of ; that ſhe would be charged with 
| the Blood of an innocent Perſon, whoſe Lite 
ſhe had taken away by her Perjuries, and with 
this farther Aggravation, that ſhe had done it 
without any Provocation, or the leaſt Proſpect 
of Advantage to herſelf. He left it to her Con- 
fideration, how ſhe would appear before the 
tremendous Tribunal of an omnipotent Judge, 
whoſe Juſtice could not be evaded, and who 
only could inflict a Puniſhment adequate to her 

Crime, That if ſhe was really guilty of the 
_ enormous Crime of Perjury, the Conſequences 
of which were fo dreadful, ſhe had yet an Op- 
portunity of making ſome Reparation for what 
was paſt, by now diſcovering the real Truth, 
whereby the Life, which, by her Means, was 
rs into ſuch imminent Danger, might be 
aved, 


M a N y other cogent Arguments he uſed to 
| bring her to a proper Explanation, which made 
a viſible Impreſſion upon her ; her Confuſion 
was manifeſt ; Tears trickled down her Cheeks; 
her Spirits were in the ntmoſt Agitation; ihe 
ſeemed willing to fay ſomething,” and dropt 
ſome Words, which ſhewed that ſhe had ſome 
dreadful Secret labouring in her Mind, which 
ſhe was almoſt ready: to utter, yet ſeemed fear- 
ſul of the Conſequence if ſhe ſhould reveal it. 
What ſhe did ſay, was ſome DetraQtion from 
her former Eyidence. She defired that Night 
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( 21 ) 

to conſider of it, and promiſed that in the 
Morning ſhe would ſpeak the whole Truth. 
They granted her Requeſt ; and exhorted her 
in the mean Time to weigh ſeriouſly the Im- 
portance of the Afair ; and to confider the fad 
Conſequences that muſt attend, as well herſelf 
as the Perſon under Condemnation, it | ſhe 
ſhould any longer conceal the Truth ; affuring 
her, for her Encouragement, that a Recan- 
tation of her foriner Evidence ſhould no Way 
turn to her Prejudice. 


O x Wedneſday, March 7, the Lord Mayor 
having received the Afidavits and Atteſtations 
which had been tranſmitted from the Gentle- 
men at Abbotsbury, as above-mentioned, took 
the Aﬀair into Conſideration ; and in order to 
form. a right Judgment, order'd theſe Afhda- 
vits to be read hefore him. THis Lordſhip de- 
clar'd, that he had been always of Opinion, that 
there were Falfities in the Evidence, and that 
he had taken this Method to inform himſelf 
more exactly of the Truth, 


HrerEvuPoN, the Gentleman, who the 


Night before, had been at the Examination 


of Virtue Hall before Juſtice Ledrard, acquaint- 
ed his Lordſhip, that this Woman was then in 
the Gatehouſe, and in what Manner the had 
been examined the Night before. Upon which 
his Lordfhip fent Orders to have her brought 
before him ; and fuch was the judicious Me- 
thod he took to prevail with her to make a true 

_ Diſcovery, 


(4 } 
Diſcovery, that at length ſhe confeſſed the whole 
Truth. 


* Virtue Hall then declared in the moſt fo- 
© Jemn Manner, that what ſhe had ſworn a- 
* gainſt Mary Squires, was falſe: That this 
© Woman was not in the Houſe of Mrs. Ye!ls's 
* on the Day when the Robbery was faid to 
© be committed, nor for ſome Weeks after ; 
© that no ſuch Robbery was ever committed 
© there at all; and that Elizabeth Canning 
© never was in the Houſe, until brought down 
to it by thoſe who carried 6n the Proſe- 
© cution,” | 


Su x farther added, that ſhe gave the ſame 


Account to the Magiſtrate by whom ſhe was 
firſt examin'd, and at the ſame Time declared, 
that while ſhe liv'd there, no Perſon whatſo- 
ever had been confined in that Houſe, nor in 
any Room belonging to it ; and that the whole 
Story, ſo far asrelates to Cannng's being robb'd 
or confin'd there, is a mere Forgery. 


SH x was then ask'd, what could induce 


her to ſwear to ſuch a Number of Fallities, as 


ſhe did at the Trial, to take away the Life of 
a Perſon, who, from any Thing that had yet 
appear'd, had never done her any Injury ? 
To this ſhe gave a plain and direct Anſwer ; but 
as it contains Reflections on ſome Gentlemen, 
who have had ſome Concern 1a the Afﬀeair, we 
are not at Liberty to explain ourſelves any far- 


ther on this Head ; but if thoſe Gentlemen 


ſhould 
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' ſhould be put upon a Vindication of themſelves, 


as it's highly probable they will, the Public will 
ſoon be inform'd of the Particulars. How- 
ever, if the Report which is current ſhould 
prove true, that a certain M— —te and his 
Cl-———k divided eighteen Pounds of the 
Money which was colleed for the Girl for 
Services they did her, the Reader will not be 


much at a Loſs to gueſs at the Reaſons for 


the extraordinary Management in this Aﬀair. 


THz next Day, which was Thurſ- 


_ day, March 8, my Lord Mayor, reſolving if 


poſſible to bring the Truth to Light, purſues 


| the Courſe he had begun with the utmoſt Pru- 
dence and Afiiduity. Virtue Hall 1s again 


brought before him, and at the ſame Time he 
ſends for E/:zabeth Canning. Hall nad pats'd 


_ a Night ſince her laſt Examination by t:is Lord- 
ſhip, and therefore had ſuffic:cnt Time to re- 


colle&t and duely weigh every Thing that ſhe 
had before advanced. And that ſhe might not 
be daunted with an Apprehenfion that an Ad- 
vantage would be taken of her Conictlion, 11s 

Lordſhip: aflured her, that ſhe was uiider his 
Protection, and that nothing ſhe ſhould tay on 


this Occaſion ſhould be turn'd to her Preju- 
dice, oy pers 1 


 Havi1nG fo faid, he demanded of her 
in the moſt folemn Manner, whetter what 
Aſhe had declared when ſhe was laſt bejoure him 
was true, or whether that which the had dc- 
poſed at the Trial were fo? To this the 2: 


[wer -: 
- _— * ; 


A 


T3 
Twered, that what ſhe had laſt declared was 
the Truth, and that all ſhe had ſworn upon 
the Trial was falſe, | FT 


Fn D 1 N G herſelfperfeRly at Liberty to 


ſpeak her Mind freely, without any Awe or 
Pread upon her Spirits, ſhe added, That ſhe 
had always given the fame Account to every 
Perſon who has had the Curioſity to aſk her any 
Queſtions about it ; that ſhe ever afirm'd that 
Elizabeth Canning was never at Mrs. Wells's 
Houſe, before the came down with a 
Power to apprehend them ; and that Mary 


Squires never was there till a bout a Week be- 


fore ſhe was taken up, which was three Weeks 
after the pretended Robbery was faid to be 
committed. All which, ſhe affirmed upon 
Oath, ſhe hadalways declared, till ſhe was ter- 
rified into ſwearing falſly, which ſhe proteſted 
the ſhould not have done, had ſhe not been 
frightened into it. FR 


WnarT a Wretch then muſt that Perfon 


be, eſpecially if he bears the King's Commiſſion 
to do Juſtice, if he perverted his Authority to 
fuch vile Purpoſes, and for any private or finiſter 
Ends, has work'd upon the Patlions of Credu- 
lity of a poor weak, ignorant Woman, ſo as to 


drive her to commit the moiſt enormous Crimes! 


Bu T to return to my Lord Mayor. When 
his Lordſhip perceiv'd and was convinced that 
Virtue Hall had made an ingenuous Confeſſi- 
on of the real 'Truth he order'd E/:zabetb 

Eh Canning 
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( 25 ) _ 
Cantiing to be brought in and confronted with 
her. Hall repeated what ſhe had before de- 
clared, to her Face, and that with ſuch Com- 
poſure, as plainly ſhew'd that ſhe was not at all 
afraid of being convicted of a Fallity ; declar- 
ing, that while ſhe kept the Secret of her Per- 
. Jury within herſelf, ſhe had no Peace nor Reſt, 
but that her Mind was perfe&ly at Eaſe, ſince 
ſhe had diſcover'd it. 


Elizabeth Canning was then allow'd to ask 
her any Queſtions ſhe thought fit ; but as ſhe 
ask'd nothing but what Hall had given in her 
Evidence before, we ſhall not trouble the Rea- 
der with the Repetition. 


My Lord Mayor, who has been indefatigable 
21n his Enquires on the Occaſion, on Friday 
March 8, accompanied with ſome of the Al- 
dermen, went to Newgate, to examine Suſan- 
nah Wells of Endfield-Waſh, concerning the 
Robbery of Elizabeth Canning in her Houſe. 
-,\Bgr as ſhe had already ſuffer'd the Sentence of 
- . the Law, ſhe could now ſerve no Ends by con= 
cealing the Truth ; when the ſaid Wells de- 
clared her own Innocence, and that ſhe had 
never ſeen Elizabeth Canning, till the Time 
the the ſaid Wells, with others, were taken in- 
to Cuſtody and carried before Juſtice Caſamajor 
at Edmonton. 


T H US have we, with all poſſible Care and 
CircumſpeCtion, trac'd this Afﬀair through all 
its Windings, by the Help of fugh Lights as 
Th E baye 


(463 
have been hitherto made publick ; and don't 
know that we have omitted any material Cir- 
cumftance that might contribute to the Readers 
beſt Information. 
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| Try x whole Story of El:zabeth Canning, 
as related by herſelf, has always been judged the 
moſt extraordinary that ever was known, even 
to exceed Credibility in the Judgment of many 
diſcerning Perſons; and Halls Recantation 
has confirm'd their Suſpicion, that the whole is 
a Forgery. 
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- Bu T then, if--He//s Recantation be true, 
as every Body ſeems to believe it is, 1n what b 
Manner muſt we account for the Condue and 'F: 
Behaviour of Elizabeth Canning ? There is no 7s 
Room to doubt, I think, that ſhe was ſeiz'd 
by two Men in Moorfietds, on the Night it 1s 
atorm'd ſhe was miſling, 'This 1s evident from 
rhe ſurprize her Mother and Friends were in at 
her Abſence, and the Precaution they took to 
| have her Advertis'd, It was likewiſe publickly 
knpwn that ſhe was ablent aMonth, and chat ſhe 
came Home almoſt naked, fick, and iN a moſt 
wretched Condition. Her two "Maſters other 
Neighboers, and the Apothecary unanimouſly 
agree 1n all their Circumilances. It 1s there- 
fore evident, even to Detnonſtration, that the 
had been all that Time in tome bad Hands, 
and had been very bl u&'9, 


; FrAY 
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\ Tar 1s being granted, the Queſtions th 
naturally ariſe from this ſtate of the Caſe w1 
be, Where was ſhe during the whole Month 
of her abſence ? By whom, and for what pur- 
poſe d:tain'd ſo long from her Friends ? It ſhe 
was robb'd of her Cloaths and Money, how 
came the Thieves to take her Perſon too? 
which is quite contrary to their uſual PraQtices 
for when they have robb'd a Perſon, they ne- 


ver deſire to ſee his Face again. 
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Tram this was a concerted Scheme be- 
tween the Girl and her Accomplices, 1s hardly 
probable ; ſhe” had not ſeen Enough of the. 
World ; and ſhe was never known to keep 
ſuch ſort of Company and her Friends and 
Neighbours allow ſhe had always a good Cha- 
rater. Yet even Charity itſelf will not forbid 
us to ſuppoſe, that the Perſons who firſt ſeiz'd 
her carried her to a Houſe of their own Reſort, 
where ſome artful Perſons among them hatch'd 
this notable Contrivance ; and having perſuaded 
her to bece_ae a Party in the Plot, ſent her 
Home in that miſerable Condition in which ſhe 
appeared at her Return, in order to excite the 
Compaſſion and Charity of the Publick, which 
they foreſaw would raiſe conſiderable Contribu- 
+ tions for her Relief, of which they promiſed 
= themſelves a large Share : Nor is it unprobable 
= to ſuppoſe that the Gipſey-man, and the other 
F Fellow were concerned in this villainous Con- 
> trivance, ſince they ſeem to have been well 
2X 2cquainted with Wellss Houſe. 
" | 5 BuT 


EMT. 
Bvu T as this is altogether Surmiſe, and a 
Conjecture of my own, I mention it only as 
fuch ; but whether this, or any other, was 
the true Scheme, I earneſtly. wiſh and hope, 
for the fake of publick Juſtice, that by ſome 
Meats or other a full Diſcovery may be made 


of the whole Truth, which, at preſent, ſeems 


too much eclipſed to be rightly diſcern'd, 
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